Euthanasia in The Netherlands. General practice facts.
The recent survey of the way general practitioners act in case of euthanasia, did point to the fact that procedural requirements were not always observed. This concerned particularly the issuing of an appropriate death certificate. It is important that the practice of euthanasia be prudently surveyed in order to safeguard the standard of euthanasia that general practitioners are able to provide. Fear in the community for unwanted medical practice is understandable when the history of Hitler Germany is used as a frame of reference. Stories of mercy killing in nursing homes or elsewhere will as well increase anxiety. This fear is, however, based on a wrong understanding of euthanasia. The formulated requirements and prudent surveillance offer the best protection against the fear of the community.